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SUBJECT: STRAFING OF SOUTH AFRICAN SHIP 

REF: DURBAN 367, 352, 356; MAPUTO 848 

1. (UNCLASSIFIED) DURBAN PRESS OVER JULY 31 -AUG 1 WEEKEND REPORTED 
THAT WHEN S.A. VESSEL LIMPOPO RETURNED TO MAPUTO, FRELIMO 
OFFICIALS CALLED ON VESSEL'S MASTER (CAPT P R RUGG) TO APOLOGIZE FOR 
EARLIER 

AIR ATTACK. ARTICLES SAY FRELIMO EXPLAINED THEY INTENDED TO 
ATTACK VESSEL NATALIA WHICH WAS BEING ILLEGALLY SAILED FROM 
MAPUTO BY "FASCISTS". NATALIA INSTEAD SLIPPED THROUGH TO 
DURBAN. HAD BEEN REPROVISIONED. AND WAS NOW ON WAY TO 
PORTUGAL. 
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2. MURRAY GRINDROD. UNICORN LINES DIRECTOR, CONFIRMED TO 
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CONGEN AUGUST 6 THAT HIS GROUP HAD APPROACHED FRELIMO USING 
SOUTH AFRICAN RAILROADS AGENT IN MAPUTO AS GO-BETWEEN. 

GRINDROD SAID FRELIMO OFFICIALS ACKNOWLEDGED ATTACK WAS IN ERROR. 
APOLOGIZED, AND OFFERED TO PAY DAMAGES. MOREOVER, HE SAID 
FRELIMO CONFIRMED THAT IT VALUED UNICORN SERVICE FROM DURBAN 
TI MOZAMBIQUE PORTS AND WISHED IT TO CONTINUE. ON THIS BASIS 
GRINDROD SAID HE WAS GLAD UNICORN HAD MADE DECISION TO SEND 
LIMPOPO PROMPTLY BACK TO MAPUTO AFTER ATTACK. 

3. PRESS ARTICLES CLAIMED ATTACK ON LIMPOPO HAD BEEN DIRECTEED FROM 
A RADAR AND COMMUNICATIONS BASE AT PONTA MILIBANGALALA, NEAR 
PULAPULA ON THE MOZAMBIQUE COAST SOUTH OF MAPUTO. BASE, REPORT 
EDLY BEING BUILT BY EAST GERMANS, IS APPROXIMATELY 28 KILO- 
METERS NORTH OF SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER AND IS DESIGNED TO USE 
"SUBMERGED ELECTRONIC-EAR BUOYS" IN ADDITION TO LAND-BASED 
"LISTENING POSTS '. ARTICLES BEING POUCHED. 
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